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1
BOUNDARY SCAN TESTING DEVICE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to the field of
boundary scan testing of integrated circuits. and more par-
ticularly to a boundary scan testing device which may
perform a boundary scan test on a boundary scan device
based on boundary scan test vectors generated by a separate
boundary scan test vector generator.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

VLSI circuit technology is rapidly changing due to
increases in VLSI circuit complexity. coupled with higher
performance and smaller sizing requirements. Increasing
importance of improving manufacturing testing techniques
at all levels of VLSI integration is emerging due to newer
technology. pressures for higher production yield
requirements. and tighter time-to-market schedules. Bound-
ary scan testing methodology is known in the art. Generally.
boundary scan testing is a technique used to map a sequen-
tial circuit test generation problem into a combinational
circuit test generation problem. Circuits must be pre-
designed to include scanpath test hardware, which may
include isolated or integrated scan or shadow registers.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a conventional boundary scan
testing device, shown generally at 10. As shown in FIG. 1,
the boundary scan testing device 10 includes a boundary
scan test vector generator 12. The boundary scan test vector
generator 12 receives as input a boundary scan description
language (BSDL) file 2 and computer aided design (CAD)
data 4. The BSDL file 2 contains a description of the
boundary scan cell structures of a boundary scan device,
shown at 30, and commands for shifting to various boundary
scan modes. The CAD data 4 includes circuit diagram
information. including device boundary scan cell numbers,
connecting pin numbers and connecting pin signal names.
The boundary scan test vector generator 12 produces bound-
ary scan test vectors based on the BSDL file 2 and CAD data
4. The boundary scan testing device 10 may be set up to test
the boundary scan device 30 under various test conditions
via a test condition controller 14. The boundary scan testing
device 10 includes a test execution data generator 16 which
receives the boundary scan test vectors from the boundary
scan test vector generator 12 and test condition data from the
test condition controller 14. and produces test execution
data.

The conventional boundary scan testing device 10 of FIG.
1 also includes a test executor 20. The test executor 20
includes a test controller 21 which controls the overall
execution of the boundary scan test on the basis of test
execution data received from the test execution data gen-
erator 16. The test executor 20 may also include a fault
analyzer 22 which analyzes the causes of faults and loca-
tions of faults occurring when the boundary scan test is
executed. A test signal processor 26 may also be provided in
the test executor 20 for inputting and outputting boundary
scan test signals to and from the test controller 21. The test
executor 20 may further include a result data recorder 24
which records result data from the boundary scan test into a
data records file 25.

The boundary scan testing device 10 may be used to test
combinational logic within a boundary scan device. The
boundary scan device 30 shown in FIG. 1 includes. for
illustration purposes. three boundary scan cells 31-33. As
known in the art, a boundary scan device may include any
number of boundary scan cells. As shown in FIG. 1. each of
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the boundary scan cells 31-33 comprise boundary scan test
signal terminals including the terminals test data in (TDI).
test data out (TDO). test clock (TCK) and test mode select
(TMS). The test signal processor 26 also includes boundary
scan test signal terminals TDI. TDO. TCK and TMS. In the
embodiment shown in FIG. 1. the TCK and TMS terminals
of the boundary scan cells 31-33 and the test signal pro-
cessor 26 are tied together such that each of the boundary
scan cells 31-33 receive the same test clock and test mode
select signals at the same time. As also shown in the
embodiment of FIG. 1, the TDO terminal of the test signal
processor 26 is electrically connected to the TDI terminal of
the boundary scan cell 31. the TDO terminal of the boundary
scan cell 31 is electrically connected to the TDI of the
boundary scan cell 32, the TDO terminal of the boundary
scan cell 32 is electrically connected to the TDI of the
boundary scan cell 33, and the TDO terminal of the bound-
ary scan cell 33 is electrically connected to the TDI terminal
of the test signal processor 26. In addition. the boundary
scan test output terminals Al and A2 of the boundary scan
cell 31 are electrically connected to the boundary scan test
input terminals B1 and B2 of the boundary scan cell 32. The
terminal A1 of the boundary scan cell 31 and the terminal B1
of the boundary scan cell 32 are also electrically connected
to a first terminal of a connector 36. and the terminal A2 of
the boundary scan cell 31 and the terminal B2 of the
boundary scan cell 32 are connected to a second terminal of
the connector 36. Additionally, the boundary scan test output
terminals C1 and C2 of the boundary scan cell 32 are
electrically connected to the boundary scan test input ter-
minals D1 and D2 of the boundary scan cell 33. A digital
input-output (I/0) controller 23 in the test executor 20 of the
boundary scan testing device 10 inputs and outputs addi-
tional digital signals besides the boundary scan test signals
TDL TDO. TCK and TMS, which are used for the testing of
the boundary scan device 30. The boundary scan device 30
shown in FIG. 1 also includes an inverter 34 and a buffer 35.
The output of the buffer 35 is electrically connected to the
input of the inverter 34. The output of the inverter 34 is
electrically connected to the boundary scan test input ter-
minal G of the boundary scan cell 33. Both the output of the
buffer 35 and the input of the inverter 34 are connected to the
output terminal of the digital YO controller 23.

The boundary scan testing device 10 operates as follows.
First, the BSDL file 2, which contains BSDL files for the
boundary scan cells 31-33 of the boundary scan device 30,
and the CAD data 4. which includes circuit diagram infor-
mation for the boundary scan device 30 are supplied to the
boundary scan test vector generator 12 of the boundary scan
testing device 10. Accordingly. the boundary scan test vector
generator 12 extracts the circuit that is to be subjected to
boundary scan testing from the CAD data 4. and produces
boundary scan test vectors corresponding to the boundary
scan device 30 on the basis of a descriptive format known as
vector control language (VCL) while referring to the BSDL
file 2. in which the boundary scan cell structures of the
boundary scan cells 31-33 and commands for shifting to
various boundary scan modes are described. The boundary
scan test vectors thus produced are transferred to the test
execution data generator 16 from the boundary scan test
vector generator 12. Test conditions for the test may be set
via the test condition controller 14, which are transferred to
the test execution data generator 16 from the test condition
controller 14. The test execution data generator 16 then
corrects the boundary scan test vectors of the boundary scan
device 30 in accordance with these test conditions, and
produces test execution data. A boundary scan test is then
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performed by the test executor 20 on the basis of the test
execution data thus produced.

The test controller 21 controls the overall execution of the
boundary scan test according to the test execution data. The
test controller 21 sends a command to the test signal
processor 26 indicating that boundary scan test signals are to
be sent out in accordance with the test execution data. The
test signal processor 26. acting in accordance with the
aforementioned command. outputs test clock TCK and test
mode select TMS boundary scan test signals to all of the
boundary scan cells 31-33 of the boundary scan device 30
on the basis of the test execution data, and shifts a TDO
boundary scan test signal through the boundary scan cells
31-33 via the TDI terminal of the boundary scan cell 31 of
the boundary scan device 30. Afterward. the boundary scan
test signals are output as latch output to the boundary scan
test output terminals Al and A2 and boundary scan test
output terminals C1 and C2. The boundary scan test result
signals are then read into the boundary scan test input
terminals B1. B2, D1 and D2. The signals at the boundary
scan test input terminals and output terminals Al, A2. B1.
B2. C1, C2. D1 and D2 are then shifted through the
boundary scan cells 31-33 and are input into the TDI
terminal of the test signal processor 26 via the TDO terminal
of the boundary scan cell 33. The series of signal flows just
described is the series of signal flows that occurs when one
boundary scan test pattern vector, or hereinafter “packet”. is
tested. FIG. 2 illustrates the series of signal flows. As shown
in FIG. 2. the series of signal flows which occur when a
single packet is tested on the boundary scan device includes
aboundary scan test signal shift 201 followed by a boundary
scan test signal latch output 202 followed by a boundary
scan test result signal read-in 203 followed by a boundary
scan test result signal shift 204.

At the same time that this boundary scan test is being
executed, the digital I/0 controller 23 operates so that logic
signals of *1” or “0” continue to be output from the output
terminal of the digital /O controller 23 to both the output of
the buffer 35 and the input terminal of the inverter 34 in the
boundary scan device 30 only during the interval extending
from the boundary scan test signal latch output 202 to the
boundary scan test result signal read-in 203 in FIG. 2.
Accordingly. in the case of output from the inverter 34 in
response to these signals, signals which are input into the
boundary scan test input terminal G of the boundary scan
cell 33 are taken into the boundary scan test input terminal
G of the boundary scan cell 33 during the boundary scan test
result signal read-in 203 shown in FIG. 2. and are shifted
according to the timing of the boundary scan test result
signal shift 204 and input into the TDI terminal of the test
signal processor 26 together with the signals at the boundary
scan test input terminals and output terminals A1, A2. B1.
B2, C1, C2, D1, and D2.

The test signal processor 26 performs a comparison to
determine whether or not the data of the boundary scan test
result signals shifted back to the TDI terminal of the test
signal processor 26 agrees with the expected-value data
predicted from the boundary scan test signals in accordance
with the test execution data. The expected-value data is
produced at the same time that the boundary scan test
vectors are produced from the BSDL file 2 and CAD data file
7 by the boundary scan test vector generator 12. However.
the expected-value data cannot be expressed within the
boundary scan test vectors, which are expressed in the
aforementioned VCL descriptive format. Accordingly, for
convenience. the expected-value data is expressed together
with the circuit information, including device boundary scan
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cell numbers, connecting pin numbers and connecting pin
signal names. in the comment portion located at the end of
the boundary scan test vector data as a reference which can
be used when a person views and interprets the boundary
scan test vectors.

FIG. 3 shows a portion of an example boundary scan test
vector comment portion. The upper part of FIG. 3 corre-
sponds to the boundary scan test vector data portion. while
the lower part of FIG. 3 is the comment portion which is
located at the end of the boundary scan vector data portion
and which indicates the expected-value data and circuit
information. The comment portion in FIG. 3 which indicates
expected-value data and circuit information shows (from left
to right) bit numbers within the packet. boundary scan cell
numbers of devices, device names and connecting pin num-
bers of said devices, device connecting pin signal names,
and expected-value data. The data of the nine bits in the
horizontal direction seen in each line of expected-value data
indicates data corresponding to nine packets. Among the
expected-value data, the data expressed in terms of 0 or 1 is
output data from the boundary scan cells, while the data
expressed in terms of L or H is input data for the boundary
scan cells. In cases where the connecting pin signal names
of devices are the same (for example. in FIG. 3. U1_U3_IO
is the same in three places). this indicates that the connecting
pins of these devices are linked together. Accordingly, when
the respective nine-packet portions of expected-value data in
these three places are compared in terms of input and output,
the values are the same.

Since the data expressed in the boundary scan test vector
comment portion shown in FIG. 6. however. cannot be
expressed as meaningful data in the VCL descriptive format.
it cannot be interpreted by the test execution data generator
16. Accordingly. the test signal processor 26 reads in an
expected-value data file. an example of which is shown in
FIG. 4. which is produced at the same time that boundary
scan test vectors are produced from the BSDL file 2 and
CAD data 4 by the boundary scan vector producing part 12.
Referring to FIG. 4, the head portion indicates that the
connection of boundary scan cells is a connection of U1, U2,
U3 ..., U8, and that the total number of boundary scan cells
of UL, U2, U3, ... U8 is 188. The expected values at bit
numbers corresponding to boundary scan cells 1 through
188 in each packet are expressed as 0 or 1 when the
boundary scan cell is output. as H or L when the boundary
scan cell is input, and as * in the case of indeterminate
values.

If the boundary scan device 30 is normal, the data of the
boundary scan test result signals show agreement with the
expected-value data. However. if there is a fault in the
boundary scan device 30, the data of the boundary scan test
result signals differs from the expected-value data. When the
test signal processor 26 performs a comparison of the
boundary scan test result signals with the expected-value
data. it signals either agreement via an agreement signal OK
or disagreement via a disagreement signal NG. The OK/NG
results for the boundary scan device 30 are returned to the
test controller 21 from the test signal processor 26. If the
results are OK, the test controller 21 sends an instruction to
the result data recorder 24 indicating that the results should
be recorded, and the result data recorder 24 records the OK
results in the data records file 25. On the other hand. in cases
where the results are NG, the test controller 21 sends an
instruction to the fault analyzer 22 so that the boundary scan
test result signal data which has returned to the test signal
processor 26 and the expected-value data predicted from the
test signals in accordance with the test execution data are
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taken in by the fault analyzer 22 from the test signal
processor 26 via the test controller 21. The fault analyzer 22
also receives circuit information for the tested circuit por-
tions of the boundary scan device 30 which is necessary in
order to specify the nature and location of the fault. The fault
analyzer 22 then analyzes the nature and location of the fault
in the boundary scan device 39.

Here, as well. the circuit information for the circuit
portion being tested within the boundary scan device 30
cannot be expressed within the boundary scan test vector
data portion. which is expressed in the aforementioned VCL
descriptive format. Accordingly. for convenience, the device
boundary scan cell numbers. connecting pin numbers and
connecting pin signal names are expressed as shown in the
example of FIG. 3 together with the expected-value data in
the comment portion. as a reference which can be used when
a person views and interprets the boundary scan test vectors.
However, this data cannot be interpreted by the test execu-
tion data generator 16. and is therefore not usable data.
Accordingly. circuit information for the circuit portions
being tested within the boundary scan device 30 which is
created when the boundary scan test vectors are produced in
the boundary test vector producing part 12 is taken in by the
fault analyzer 22 from the boundary scan test vector gen-
erator 12 as a board file of the type shown in FIG. §.

As shown in FIG. 5. the board file contains each signal
name (U1_U3_10, U1_U3_J9. etc.) and the names of the
connecting pins of all devices connected to it are shown for
said signal name. It is appreciated from FIGS. 3 and 5 that
while only the device connecting pins of the boundary scan
cells connected by the signal names are expressed in the
circuit information shown in the boundary scan test vector
comment portion of FIG. 3. the connecting pins of all
devices connected to the signal names are expressed in the
board file of in FIG. 5. Accordingly. the circuit information
in the board file of FIG. 5§ is more detailed than the data
expressed in the boundary scan test vector comment portion
of FIG. 3.

As an illustration of the operation of the fault analyzer 22,
if a short circuit should occur between the wiring A1-B1 and
A2-B2 of the boundary scan cells 31 and 32 in FIG. 1, the
cause of this fault is analyzed as a short circuit occurring
between the terminals Al, A2, Bl and B2 of the boundary
scan cells 31 and 32 and the first and second terminals of the
connector 36.

Results including the nature and location of faults
obtained by analysis are returned to the test controller 21 by
the fault analyzer 22. The test controller 21 sends an
instruction to the result data recorder 24 indicating that these
results including the nature and location of faults should be
recorded, and the result data recorder 24 records the results
in the data records file 25.

The conventional boundary scan testing device as
described above is problematic. The boundary scan test
vector generator 12 which produces boundary scan test
vectors is an expensive constituent element of the boundary
scan testing device 10. Furthermore, the system is con-
structed to include the test executor 20, test execution data
generator 16 and test condition controller 14 at additional
expense. Accordingly. the boundary scan testing device 10
of FIG. 1 is very expensive. Additionally. boundary scan
board manufacturing sites where boundary scan tests are
actually performed may have numerous boundary scan
testing devices 10 in operation. At these boundary scan
board manufacturing sites. however. the portions of the
boundary scan testing devices 10 that actually operate are
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limited almost exclusively to the test executors 20.
Furthermore, the test execution data generators 16 and test
condition controllers 14 of these boundary scan testing
devices 10 generally operate only when the test conditions
are altered. The boundary scan test vector generators 12 of
these boundary scan testing devices 10 merely supply
expected-value data and circuit information for the circuit
portions being tested within the boundary scan device 30 in
response to requests from the test signal processors 26 and
fault analyzers 22 of the boundary scan testing devices 10.
Moreover. as long as there is no change in the circuit
construction of the boundary scan device 30, the inherent
boundary scan test vector producing function of the bound-
ary scan test vector generator 12 is not utilized.

Accordingly, at boundary scan board manufacturing sites
where boundary scan tests are actually performed. the use of
expensive boundary scan testing devices 10 with boundary
scan test vector generators 12 whose functions are hardly
ever used leads to a great increase in manufacturing costs.
Furthermore. since such boundary scan testing devices 10
are expensive, it has been difficult to popularize boundary
scan testing.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention solves the abovementioned con-
ventional problems, and provides a boundary scan testing
device with an analysis data producing function that pro-
duces expected-value data and circuit information necessary
for the analysis of test results from the comment portions
appended to boundary scan test vector data without using a
boundary scan test vector generator 12. By executing a
boundary scan test using the comstruction of the present
invention, which uses separately produced boundary scan
test vectors, boundary scan tests can be performed much
more inexpensively.

In order to achieve the abovementioned object. the bound-
ary scan testing device of the present invention comprises a
test execution data generator which uses boundary scan
vectors. which correspond to a boundary scan device under
test and which are produced by a boundary scan test vector
generator separate from said boundary scan testing device.
The test execution data generator produces execution data
based on the boundary scan test vectors and on test condi-
tions. The boundary scan testing device of the present
invention also comprises a test condition controller which
sets said test conditions and a test executor which executes
a boundary scan test based on said execution data. The
boundary scan testing device of the present invention also
comprises an analysis data generator which produces analy-
sis data which includes circuit information for the boundary
scan device under test and expected value data from com-
ment portions of the boundary scan vectors which. while
being added to said boundary scan vectors, are not used in
the production of the execution data. The analysis data
allows the boundary scan testing device of the present
invention to analyze test results of the boundary scan test.

The boundary scan testing device of the present invention
may further comprise an interface box which includes a
boundary scan interface circuit having boundary scan test
signal connections for inputting and outputting boundary
scan test signals. Using the interface box. boundary scan
device under test and boundary scan interface circuit can be
connected to form a single boundary scan circuit which
increases the range of testing of the boundary scan device
under test.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The objects and advantages of the invention will become
more apparent and more readily appreciated from the fol-


http://www.fastio.com/

ClibPDF -

5.751.737

7

lowing detailed description of the presently preferred exem-
plary embodiment of the invention taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings. of which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a conventional boundary scan
testing device.

FIG. 2 is a diagram which shows the series of signal flows
of the boundary scan test signals.

FIG. 3 is a portion of a boundary scan test vector data file.
which includes comment portions.

FIG. 4 shows a conventionally used expected-value data
file.

FIG. S shows a conventionally used board file.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a boundary scan testing
device in accordance with a first embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 7 shows a connection correspondence table con-
structed from the comment portion of a boundary scan test
vector file.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a boundary scan testing
device in accordance with a second embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 9 shows the testing configuration.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT
INVENTION

Turning now to the present invention. FIG. 6 is a block
diagram of a first preferred embodiment of a boundary scan
testing device 100 of the present invention. As shown in
FIG. 6. the boundary scan testing device 100 does not
include means for producing boundary scan test vectors.
Instead. a boundary scan test vector generator 112 resides
separately from the boundary scan testing device 100. per-
haps on a separate host computer or at another site separate
from the manufacturing site. The boundary scan test vector
generator 112 receives a description of the boundary scan
cell structure of a device under test 130 and boundary scan
mode shifting commands from a boundary scan description
language (BSDL) file 102 and computer-aided design
(CAD) data 104 including circuit diagram information for
the device under test 130, and produces boundary scan test
vectors for use in testing the device under test 130. The
boundary scan test vectors produced by the boundary scan
test vector generator 112 are recorded in a test vector file
108.

The boundary scan testing device 100 includes a test
execution data generator 116 which produces test execution
data from the test vector file 108 and data from a test
condition controller 114 which may be used to set various
testing conditions. The boundary scan testing device 100
also includes an analysis data generator 118. The analysis
data generator 118 receives the contents of the test vector file
108 input into the test execution data generator 116 and
produces analysis data from the comment portions of the test
vector file 108. Analysis data is necessary in order to specify
the nature and location of faults that occur when a boundary
scan test is executed.

The boundary scan testing device 100 also includes a test
executor 120. The test executor 120 includes a test controller
121 which controls the overall execution of the boundary
scan test based on test execution data received from the test
execution data generator 116. The test executor 120 also
includes a fault analyzer 122 which analyzes the causes of
faults and locations of faults occurring when the boundary
scan test is executed. A test signal processor 126 is also
included in the test executor 120. The test signal processor
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126 performs the I/O of boundary scan test signals under the
control of the test controller 121, and includes boundary
scan test signal terminals TDI, TDO. TCK. and TMS for
boundary scan test signals including test data in (TDI). test
data out (TDO). test clock (TCK) and test mode signal
(TMS). The test executor 120 also includes a result data
recorder 124 which controls result data from the boundary
scan test and records it in a data records file 125.

A device under test 130 may be tested by the boundary
scan testing device 100. The boundary scan device 30 shown
in FIG. 6 includes three boundary scan cells 131-133 for
illustrative purposes. As known to one skilled in the art.
however. the boundary scan device 30 may include any
number of boundary scan cells. Each of the boundary scan
cells 131-133 include boundary scan test signal terminals
TDI. TDO. TCK. and TMS for boundary scan test signals
including test data in (TDI). test data out (TDO). test clock
(TCK) and test mode signal (TMS). As shown in FIG. 6.
each of the TCK and TMS terminals of the test signal
processor 126 and the boundary scan cells 131-133 are tied
together such that each of the boundary scan cells 131-133
receive the same test clock and test mode select signals at the
same time. As also shown in FIG. 6. the TDO terminal of the
test signal processor 126 is electrically connected to the TDI
terminal of the boundary scan cell 131, the TDO terminal of
the boundary scan cell 131 is electrically connected to the
TDI of the boundary scan cell 132. the TDO terminal of the
boundary scan cell 132 is electrically connected to the TDI
of the boundary scan cell 133, and the TDO terminal of the
boundary scan cell 133 is electrically connected to the TDI
terminal of the test signal processor 126. In addition. the
boundary scan test output terminals Al and A2 of the
boundary scan cell 131 are electrically connected to the
boundary scan test input terminals B1 and B2 of the bound-
ary scan cell 132. The terminal Al of the boundary scan cell
31 and the terminal B1 of the boundary scan cell 132 are also
electrically connected to a first terminal of a connector 136,
and the terminal A2 of the boundary scan cell 131 and the
terminal B2 of the boundary scan cell 132 are connected to
a second terminal of the connector 136. Additionally, the
boundary scan test output terminals C1 and C2 of the
boundary scan cell 132 are electrically connected to the
boundary scan test input terminals D1 and D2 of the
boundary scan cell 133. The test executor 120 of the
boundary scan testing device 100 includes a digital input-
output (I/O) controller 123 for inputting and outputting
additional digital signals besides the boundary scan test
signals TDL TDO. TCK and TMS. which may be used for
testing the boundary scan device 130. The boundary scan
device 130 shown in FIG. 6 also includes an inverter 134 and
a buffer 135. The output of the buffer 135 is electrically
connected to the input of the inverter 134. The output of the
inverter 134 is electrically connected to the boundary scan
test ipput terminal G of the boundary scan cell 133. Both the
output of the buffer 135 and the input of the inverter 134 are
connected to the output terminal of the digital I/O controller
123.

The boundary scan testing device 10 operates as follows.
First, the BSDL file 102, which contains BSDL files for the
boundary scan cells 131-133 of the boundary scan device
130, and the CAD data 104, which includes circuit diagram
information for the boundary scan device 130 are supplied
to the boundary scan test vector generator 112, which is
located separately from the boundary scan testing device
100. Accordingly, the boundary scan test vector generator
112 extracts the circuit that is to be subjected to boundary
scan testing from the CAD data file 104, and produces
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boundary scan test vectors comresponding to the boundary
scan device 130 in the vector control language (VCL) format
while referring to the BSDL file 102, in which the boundary
scan cell structures of the boundary scan cells 131-133 and
commands for shifting to various boundary scan modes are
described. This boundary scan test vector data is output to
the test vector file 108.

The test vector file 108 may be supplied to the test
execution data generator 116 of a boundary scan testing
device 100 at a later time. The boundary scan testing device
100 may reside at a different location than the boundary scan
test vector generator 112, possibly at a diagnostics site or
another manufacturing site. For example. the boundary scan
test vector genmerator 112 may reside at a research and
development R&D site, while several boundary scan testing
device may reside at a separate manufacturing site with
individual personal computers (PCs) or workstations as the
host computers. When a device under test 130 is to be tested.
the test vector file 108 is supplied to the test execution data
generator 116 of the boundary scan testing device 100. Thus
in the current example, the test vector file 108 would be
produced by the boundary scan test vector generator 112 at
the R&D site. and then sent to the manufacturing site and
downloaded or copied to the PCs or workstations at the
manufacturing site for use by the boundary scan testing
device 100 of the present invention. Test conditions for
testing the boundary scan device 130 may be set via the test
condition controller 114. The test conditions are then trans-
ferred to the test execution data generator 116 from the test
condition controller 114. The test execution data generator
116 then corrects the boundary scan test vectors of the
boundary scan device 130 in accordance with these test
conditions, and produces test execution data.

In the meantime, the analysis data generator 118 receives
the contents of the test vector file 108 from the test execution
data generator 116. In this case. the circuit information.
including expected-value data and device boundary scan cell
numbers. connecting pin numbers and connecting pin signal
names. are not handled as comments which are expressed for
convenience in a comment portion located at the end of the
test vector file 108, which is expressed in the aforemen-
tioned VCL descriptive format as shown in FIG. 3. Instead,
such information is arranged by the analysis data generator
118 so that it can be used as data for specifying the nature
and location of faults that occur when a boundary scan test
is performed. The analysis data generator 118 accomplishes
this by preparing and storing a table based on connection
correspondences as circuit information for the circuit por-
tions that are to be subjected to boundary scan testing within
the device under test 130. FIG. 7 shows an example of a
table prepared by the analysis data generator 118 for a
boundary scan device 130 having the same connections and
connecting pin signal names as the example shown in FIG.
3. However. in the case of the device connecting pins
connected to the respective connecting pin signal names in
the circuit information shown in FIG. 7, only the connecting
pin signal names of the boundary scan cells 131-133 are
expressed. Accordingly. this information is not as detailed as
the circuit information in the conventional board file shown
in FIG. 5. It will be appreciated from the above discussion
that FIG. 7 is a table based on connection correspondences
in which items with the same connecting pin signal name in
FIG. 3 are collected and given the same signal name ID, so
that the respective device connecting pins. device boundary
scan cells and bit numbers within packets are rearranged.

The analysis data generator 118 also rearranges the
expected-value data expressed in the comment portion from

wavw.lastio.com

10

15

20

25

30

35

45

50

55

65

10

the format shown in FIG. 3 to bit number order correspond-
ing to the order of the boundary scan cell numbers in each
packet as a single data set for each packet. This arrangement
is shown in FIG. 8. With expected-value data in places
where there is drop-out in the bit numbers inside packets that
are to be connected being expressed as indeterminate values.
the data is rearranged as shown in FIG. 8 in the same manner
as the data obtained by the boundary scan test result signal
shift during the performance of the boundary scan test. This
data is prepared and stored as expected-value data.

Thus. it is clear that FIG. 8 is a rearrangement of FIG. 3.
In FIG. 3. the expected-value data is lined up in the order
packet 1. packet 2. packet 3 and so on from the leftmost
column so that the data in the leftmost column of expected-
value data corresponding to a bit number within each packet
is data corresponding to packet 1. Accordingly. if the data is
rearranged as a single data set for each packet. the arrange-
ment shown in FIG. 8 is obtained. Thus. the leftmost data of
the expected-value data corresponding to bit number 8
within each packet in FIG. 3 is H. and this data is the same
as the 8™ bit from the left in the expected-value data of
packet 1 in FIG. 8. Furthermore, the contents of FIG. 8 are
the same as the contents of the expected-value data shown
in the expected-value data file in FIG. 3.

Thus, using circuit information that includes device
boundary scan cell numbers, connecting pin numbers and
connecting pin signal names. as well as expected-value data.
which cannot be expressed as meaningful data within the
boundary scan test vector data (which is expressed in the
aforementioned VCL descriptive format). but which is
instead expressed for convenience in a comment portion
located at the end of the boundary scan test vector data
within the test vector file 108 as a reference which can be
used when a person examines the boundary scan test vectors.
the analysis data generator 118 regenerates circuit informa-
tion and expected-value data as meaningful data which can
be utilized for the judgement of results and analysis of faults
in boundary scan testing.

Boundary scan testing is executed by the test executor 120
based on test execution data produced by the test execution
data generator 116 of the boundary scan testing device 100.
The test executor 120 includes a test controller 121 which
controls the overall execution of the boundary scan test
based on the test execution data. The test controller 121
sends a command to the test signal processor 126 indicating
that boundary scan test signals are to be sent out in accor-
dance with the test execution data. The test signal processor
126. acting in accordance with the aforementioned
command, outputs TCK and TMS boundary scan test signals
to all of the boundary scan cells 131-133 of the boundary
scan device 130 on the basis of the test execution data, and
shifts a TDO boundary scan test signal through the boundary
scan cells 131-133 via the TDI terminal of the boundary
scan cell 131 of the boundary scan device 130. Afterward,
the boundary scan test signals are output as latch output to
the boundary scan test output terminals Al and A2 and
boundary scan test output terminals C1 and C2. The bound-
ary scan test result signals are then read into the boundary
scan test input terminals B1, B2. D1 and D2. The signals at
the boundary scan test input terminals and output terminals
Al.A2, Bl B2, C1. C2. D1 and D2 are then shifted through
the boundary scan cells 131-133 and are input into the TDI
terminal of the test signal processor 126 via the TDO
terminal of the boundary scan cell 133. The series of signal
flows just described is the series of signal flows that occurs
when one packet. or boundary scan test pattern vector. is
tested. This is the same series of signal flows as shown in
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FIG. 2. Thus. as shown in FIG. 2. the series of signal flows
which occur when a single packet is tested on the boundary
scan device includes a boundary scan test signal shift 201
followed by a boundary scan test signal latch output 202
followed by a boundary scan test result signal read-in 203
followed by a boundary scan test result signal shift 204.

At the same time that this boundary scan test is being
executed. the digital I/O controller 123 operates so that
digital logic signals of “1” or “0” continue to be output from
the output terminal of the digital I/O controller 123 to both
the output of the buffer 135 and the input terminal of the
inverter 134 in the boundary scan device 130 only during the
interval extending from the boundary scan test signal latch
output 202 to the boundary scan test result signal read-in 203
in FIG. 2. Accordingly. in the case of output from the
inverter 134 in response to these signals, signals which are
input into the boundary scan test input terminal G of the
boundary scan cell 133 are taken into the boundary scan test
input terminal G of the boundary scan cell 133 during the
boundary scan test result signal read-in 203 shown in FIG.
2. and are shifted according to the timing of the boundary
scan test result signal shift 204 and input into the TDI
terminal of the test signal processor 126 together with the
signals at the boundary scan test input terminals and output
terminals Al, A2, B1. B2, C1. C2, D1, and D2.

Using the boundary scan test result signal data shifted
back to the TDI terminal of the test signal processor 126 and
the expected-value data taken in by the test signal processor
126 from the analysis data generator 118, the test signal
processor 126 performs a comparison in order to ascertain
whether or not the boundary scan test result signal data
agrees with the expected-value data. If the boundary scan
device 130 is normal, the data of the boundary scan test
result signals show agreement with the expected-value data.
However, if there is a fault in the boundary scan device 130,
the data of the boundary scan test result signals differs from
the expected-value data. The agreement (OK) or nonagree-
ment (NG) results for the boundary scan device 30 are
returned to the test controller 121 from the test signal
processor 126. If the results are OK. the test controller 121
sends an instruction to the result data recorder 124 indicating
that the results should be recorded, and the result data
recorder 124 records the OK results in the data records file
125. On the other hand. in cases where the results are NG,
the test controller 121 sends an instruction to the fault
analyzer 122 so that the boundary scan test result signal data
which has returned to the test signal processor 126 and the
expected-value data predicted from the test signals in accor-
dance with the test execution data are taken in by the fault
analyzer 122 from the test signal processor 126 via the test
controller 121. Furthermore, circuit information for the
tested circuit portions of the boundary scan device 130
which is necessary in order to specify the nature and location
of the fault is also taken in by the fault analyzer 122. and the
fault analyzer 122 thus analyzes the nature and location of
the fault in the boundary scan device 130.

As an example. if a short circuit should occur between the
wiring A1-B1 and A2-B2 of the boundary scan cells 131
and 132 in FIG. 6. the cause of this fault is analyzed as a
short circuit occurring between the terminals A1. A2, B1 and
B2 of the boundary scan cells 131 and 132 and the first and
second terminals of the connector 136. In actuality. however,
the first terminal and second terminal of the connector 136
are respectively connected to Al. Bl and A2, B2 of the
boundary scan cells 131 and 132. As a result, a short
between the first and second terminals of connector 136
cannot be analyzed. since the circuit information in the
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analysis data generator 118 contains only information con-
cerning connections between the boundary scan cells
131-133. Accordingly. the system is arranged so that the
operator of the boundary scan testing device 100 also infers
shorting between the first and second terminals of the
connector 136 as the cause of a fault from the expression of
shorting among Al. A2. B1. and B2 of the boundary scan
cells 131, 132.

Results thus obtained by analysis are returned to the test
controller 121 by the fault analyzer 122. The test controller
121 sends an instruction to the result data recorder 124
indicating that these results including the nature and location
of faults should be recorded. and the result data recorder 124
records the results in the data records file 125.

Thus. in the preferred embodiment of FIG. 6. a boundary
scan testing device 100 which has an external boundary scan
test vector generator 112 for producing boundary scan test
vectors corresponding to the device under test 130 is used to
execute tests by preparing actual test execution data using a
test vector file 108 produced by the external boundary scan
test vector generator 112. Furthermore. the boundary scan
testing device 100 has an analysis data generator 118 which
produces expected-value data and circuit information for the
circuit portions to be tested within the device under test 130
from a comment portion in the test vector file 108 expressing
the aforementioned boundary scan test vectors. The
expected-value data and circuit information produced by the
analysis data generator 118 includes data necessary for the
analysis of test results which has conventionally been
obtained from the boundary scan test vector generator 112
since such data cannot be expressed as meaningful data in
the aforementioned VCL descriptive format.

In accordance with the present invention shown in the
embodiment of FIG. 6. a boundary scan testing device can
be build inexpensively without suffering from increased
expense as a result of the provision of a boundary scan test
vector generator as is necessary in conventional boundary
scan testing devices.

It will also be appreciated by one skilled in the art that the
preferred embodiment shown in FIG. 6 may operate such
that digital logic signals of *“1” or “0” continue to be output
from the output terminal of the digital I/O controller 123 to
both the output of buffer 135 and input terminal of the
inverter 134 only during the interval extending from the
boundary scan test signal latch output 202 to the boundary
scan test result signal read-in 203 in FIG. 2. However. this
system may also be constructed such that the digital YO
controller 123 outputs signals of “1” or “0” to both the
output of the buffer 135 and input terminal of the inverter
134 before the boundary scan test signal shift 201 shown in
FIG. 2 is performed. Then, after the boundary scan test
signal shift 201, boundary scan test signal latch output 202,
boundary scan test result signal read-in 203 and boundary
scan test result signal 204, which comprise the series of
signal flows occurring when one packet is tested as shown
in FIG. 2. have been executed. the output terminal of the
digital /O controller 123 is again set if necessary.
Accordingly. if the system is designed so that the signals
input into the boundary scan test input terminal G of the
boundary scan cell 133 in the case of output from the
inverter 134 in response to signals from the output terminal
of the digital O controller 123 are taken into the boundary
scan test input terminal G of the boundary scan cell 133
during the boundary scan test result signal read-in 203
shown in FIG. 2, and are shifted according to the timing of
the boundary scan test result signal shift 204 and input into
the TDI terminal of the test signal processor 126 together
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with the signals at the boundary scan test input and output
terminals Al. A2. B1, B2, C1. C2. D1 and D2. the test
controller 121 which controls the output timing of the digital
I/O controller 123 can be simplified so that an even less
expensive boundary scan testing device can be constructed.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of a second preferred embodi-
ment of a boundary scan testing device 104 of the present
invention. As shown in FIG. 9. a boundary scan test vector
generator 112, residing separately from the boundary scan
testing device 100, receives a description of the boundary
scan cell structure of a device under test 130 and boundary
scan mode shifting commands from a boundary scan
description language (BSDL) file 102 and computer-aided
design (CAD) data 104 including circuit diagram informa-
tion for the device under test 130, and produces boundary
scan test vectors for use in testing the device under test 130.
The boundary scan test vectors produced by the boundary
scan test vector generator 112 are recorded in a test vector
file 108.

The boundary scan testing device 100 includes a test
execution data generator 116 which produces test execution
data from the test vector file 108 and data from a test
condition controller 114 which sets the testing conditions.
The boundary scan testing device 100 also includes an
analysis data generator 118. The analysis data generator 118
receives the contents of the test vector file 108 input into the
test execution data generator 116 and produces analysis data
from the comment portions of the test vector file 108.
Analysis data is necessary in order to specify the nature and
location of faults that occur when a boundary scan test is
executed.

The boundary scan testing device 100 also includes a test
executor 120. The test executor 120 includes a test controller
121 which controls the overall execution of the boundary
scan test based on test execution data received from the test
execution data generator 116. The test executor 120 also
includes a fault analyzer 122 which analyzes the causes of
faults and locations of faults occurring when the boundary
scan test is executed. A test signal processor 126 is also
included in the test executor 120. The test signal processor
126 performs the I/O of boundary scan test signals under the
control of the test controller 121. and includes boundary
scan test signal terminals TDL TDO, TCK. and TMS for
boundary scan test signals including test data in (TDI), test
data out (TDQ). test clock (TCK) and test mode signal
(TMS). The test executor 120 also includes a result data
recorder 124 which controls result data from the boundary
scan test and records it in a data records file 125.

The testing configuration of FIG. 9 includes an interface
box 140 which has a boundary scan circuit for use by the
boundary scan testing device 100. The interface box 140
includes boundary scan cells 141, 142. The testing configu-
ration of FIG. 9 further includes a device under test 130
including boundary scan cells 131-133 which may be tested
by the boundary scan testing device 100. As known by those
skilled in the art, the device under test 130 may include any
number of boundary scan cells. Each of the boundary scan
cells 141-142 of the interface box 140 and boundary scan
cells 131-133 of the device under test 130 include boundary
scan test signal terminals TDL TDO. TCK. and TMS for
boundary scan test signals including test data in (TDI), test
data out (TDO), test clock (TCK) and test mode signal
(TMS). As shown in FIG. 9, each of the TCK and TMS
terminals of the test signal processor 126, the boundary scan
cells 141-142. and the boundary scan cells 131-133 are tied
together such that each of the boundary scan cells 141-142
and 131-133 receive the same test clock and test mode select
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signals at the same time. As also shown in the embodiment
of FIG. 9. the TDO terminal of the test signal processor 126
is electrically connected to the TDI terminal of the boundary
scan cell 141 of the interface box 140. the TDO terminal of
the boundary scan cell 141 is electrically connected to the
TDI of the boundary scan cell 142, the TDO terminal of the
boundary scan cell 142 is electrically connected to the TDI
of the boundary scan cell 131 of the device under test 130,
the TDO terminal of the boundary scan cell 131 is electri-
cally connected to the TDI of the boundary scan cell 132, the
TDO terminal of the boundary scan cell 132 is electrically
connected to the TDI of the boundary scan cell 133, and the
TDO terminal of the boundary scan cell 133 is electrically
connected to the TDI terminal of the test signal processor
126. In addition, the signal terminals F1 and F2 of the
boundary scan cell 141 of the interface box 140 are respec-
tively electrically connected to the signal terminals F1 and
F2 of the boundary scan cell 131 of the device under test
130. Moreover. the signal terminals El and E2 of the
boundary scan cell 142 of the interface box 140 are respec-
tively electrically connected to the signal terminals E1 and
E2 of the boundary scan cell 133 of the device under test
130. Furthermore. the boundary scan test output terminals
Al and A2 of the boundary scan cell 131 are electrically
connected to the boundary scan test input terminals B1 and
B2 of the boundary scan cell 132. The terminal Al of the
boundary scan cell 31 and the terminal B1 of the boundary
scan cell 132 are also electrically connected to a first
terminal of a connector 136. and the terminal A2 of the
boundary scan cell 131 and the terminal B2 of the boundary
scan cell 132 are connected to a second terminal of the
connector 136. Additionally, the boundary scan test output
terminals C1 and C2 of the boundary scan cell 132 are
electrically connected to the boundary scan test input ter-
minals D1 and D2 of the boundary scan cell 133.

The digital input-output (I/O) part 123 of the test executor
120 of the boundary scan testing device 100 inputs and
outputs digital signals, other than the boundary scan test
signals TDL TDO, TCK and TMS. used for the testing of the
boundary scan device 130. The boundary scan device 130
shown in FIG. 9 also includes an inverter 134 and a buffer
135. The output of the buffer 135 is electrically connected to
the input of the inverter 134. The output of the inverter 134
is electrically connected to the boundary scan test input
terminal G of the boundary scan cell 133. Both the output of
the buffer 135 and the input of the inverter 134 are connected
to the output terminal of the digital /O controller 123.

The boundary scan testing device 10 operates as follows.
First. the BSDL file 102, which contains BSDL files for the
boundary scan cells 141-142 inside the interface box 140
and BSDL files for the boundary scan cells 131-133 of the
boundary scan device 130, and the CAD data 104. which
includes circuit diagram information for the connected state
of the boundary scan cells 141-142 of the interface box 140
and the boundary scan cells 131-133 of the boundary scan
device 130 are supplied to the boundary scan test vector
generator 112, which is located separately from the bound-
ary scan testing device 100. Accordingly. the boundary scan
test vector generator 112 extracts the circuit that is to be
subjected to boundary scan testing from the CAD data 104.
and produces boundary scan test vectors comresponding to
the boundary scan device 130 in the vector control language
(VCL) format while referring to the BSDL file 102. in which
the boundary scan cell structures of the boundary scan cells
141-142 and 131-133 and commands for shifting to various
boundary scan modes are described. This boundary scan test
vector data is output to the test vector file 108.
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The test vector file 108 may be supplied to the test
execution data generator 116 of a boundary scan testing
device 100 at a later time. The boundary scan testing device
100 may reside at a different location than the boundary scan
test vector generator 112. possibly at a diagnostics site or
another manufacturing site. When a device under test 130 is
to be tested. the test vector file 108 is supplied to the test
execution data generator 116 of the boundary scan testing
device 100. An operator may input power supply timing
information and set circuit conditions for the boundary scan
device 130 into the test condition controller 114. The set
circuit conditions are then transferred to the test execution
data generator 116 from the test condition controller 114.
The test execution data generator 116 then corrects the
boundary scan test vectors of the boundary scan device 130
in accordance with these test conditions. and produces test
execution data.

In the meantime, the analysis data generator 118 receives
the contents of the test vector file 108 from the test execution
data generator 116. In this case. the circuit information.
including expected-value data and device boundary scan cell
numbers, connecting pin numbers and connecting pin signal
names, are not handled as comments which are expressed for
convenience in a comment portion located at the end of the
test vector file 108, which is expressed in the aforemen-
tioned VCL descriptive format as shown in FIG. 3. Instead.
such information is arranged as shown in the example in
FIG. 7 so that it can be used as data for specifying the nature
and location of faults that occur when a boundary scan test
is performed.

Furthermore, the expected-value data expressed in the
comment portion of the test vector file 108 is rearranged by
the analysis data generator 118 as shown in the example of
FIG. 8.

Thus. using circuit information of the interface box 140
and device under test 130, including device boundary scan
cell numbers, connecting pin numbers and connecting pin
signal names, as well as expected-value data, which cannot
be expressed as meaningful data within the boundary scan
test vector data (which is expressed in the aforementioned
VCL descriptive format), but which is instead expressed for
convenience in a comment portion located at the end of the
boundary scan test vector data within the test vector file 108
as a reference which can be used when a person examines
the boundary scan test vectors, the analysis data generator
118 regenerates circuit information and expected-value data
as meaningful data which can be utilized for the judgement
of results and analysis of faults in boundary scan testing.

Accordingly, boundary scan testing is executed by the test
executor 120 based on test execution data produced by the
test execution data generator 116 of the boundary scan
testing device 100.

The test executor 12@ includes a test controller 121 which
controls the overall execution of the boundary scan test on
the basis of the test execution data. The test controller 121
sends a command to the test signal processor 126 indicating
that boundary scan test signals are to be sent out in accor-
dance with the test execution data. The test signal processor
126, acting in accordance with the aforementioned
command, outputs TCK and TMS boundary scan test signals
to all of the boundary scan cells 131-133 of the boundary
scan device 130 and boundary scan cells 141-142 of the
interface box 140 on the basis of the test execution data. and
shifts a TDO boundary scan test signal through the boundary
scan cells 141-142 and 131-133 via the TDI terminal of the
boundary scan cell 141 of the interface box 140. Afterward,
the boundary scan test signals are output as latch output to
the boundary scan test output terminals Al and A2 and
boundary scan test output terminals C1 and C2. Then. the
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boundary scan test result signals are read into the boundary
scan test input terminals B1, B2, D1 and D2. after which the
signals at the boundary scan test input terminals and output
terminals Al, A2, B1. B2. C1. C2, D1 and D2 are shifted
through the boundary scan cells 131-133 and are input into
the TDI terminal of the test signal processor 126 via the
TDO terminal of the boundary scan cell 133. This series of
signal flows is the same series of signal flows that occurs
when one packet is tested. as shown in FIG. 2.

At the same time that this boundary scan test is being
executed. the digital I/O controller 123 operates so that
signals of “1” or *“0” continue to be output from the output
terminal of the digital I/O controller 123 to both the output
of the buffer 135 and the input terminal of the inverter 134
in the boundary scan device 130 only during the interval
extending from the boundary scan test signal latch output
202 to the boundary scan test result signal read-in 203 in
FIG. 2. Accordingly. in the case of output from the inverter
134 in response to these signals, signals which are input into
the boundary scan test input terminal G of the boundary scan
cell 133 are taken into the boundary scan test input terminal
G of the boundary scan cell 133 during the boundary scan
test result signal read-in 203 shown in FIG. 2. and are shifted
according to the timing of the boundary scan test result
signal shift 204 and input into the TDI terminal of the test
signal processor 126 together with the signals at the bound-
ary scan test input terminals and output terminals Al. A2.
B1. B2. C1, C2. D1. and D2, and the signals at the signal
terminals E1. E2, F1 and F2 of the boundary scan cells
131-133 and 141-142.

Using the boundary scan test result signal data shifted
back to the TDI terminal of the test signal processor 126 and
the expected-value data taken in by the test signal processor
126 from the analysis data generator 118. the test signal
processor 126 performs a comparison in order to ascertain
whether or not the boundary scan test result signal data
agrees with the expected-value data. If the boundary scan
device 130 is normal, the data of the boundary scan test
result signals show agreement with the expected-value data.
However, if there is a fault in the boundary scan device 130.
the data of the boundary scan test result signals differs from
the expected-value data. The OK/NG results for the bound-
ary scan device 30 are returned to the test controller 121
from the test signal processor 126. If the results are OK. the
test controller 121 sends an instruction to the result data
recorder 124 indicating that the results should be recorded.
and the result data recorder 124 records the OK results in the
data records file 125. On the other hand. in cases where the
results are NG, the test controller 121 sends an instruction to
the fault analyzer 122 so that the boundary scan test result
signal data which has returned to the test signal processor
126 and the expected-value data predicted from the test
signals in accordance with the test execution data are taken
in by the fault analyzer 122 from the test signal processor
126 via the test controller 121. Furthermore. circuit infor-
mation for the boundary scan cells 141-42 inside the inter-
face box 140 and the tested circuit portions of the boundary
scan device 130 which is necessary in order to specify the
nature and location of the fault is also taken in by the fault
analyzer 122, and the fault analyzer 122 thus analyzes the
nature and location of the fault in the boundary scan device
130.

Results thus obtained by analysis are returned to the test
controller 121 by the fault analyzer 122. The test controller
121 sends am instruction to the result data recorder 124
indicating that these results concerning the nature and loca-
tion of faults should be recorded. and the result data recorder
124 records the results concerning the nature and location of
faults in the data records file 125.

Since the aforementioned interface box 140 is installed in
the testing configuration of FIG. 9. the range of boundary
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scan testing is increased. If this interface box 140 were not
installed. the abovementioned range would include only the
areas surrounded by the wiring running to the respective
TDI TDO, TCK and TMS terminals of the boundary scan
cells 131-133 of the device under test 130, the wiring
running between the boundary scan test output terminals Al
and A2 of the boundary scan cell 131 and the boundary scan
test input terminals B1 and B2 of the boundary scan cell 132.
the wiring running between the boundary scan test output
terminals C1 and C2 of the boundary scan cell 132 and the
boundary scan test input terminals D1 and D2 of the
boundary scan cell 133, the wiring between the output
terminal of the digital I/O controller 123 and the output
terminal of the buffer 135 and input terminal of the inverter
134, and the wiring between the output terminal of the
inverter 134 and the boundary scan test input terminal G of
the boundary scan cell 133. However, since the abovemen-
tioned interface box 140 is installed. and since the signal
terminal F1 and F2 of the boundary scan cell 131 of the
device under test 130 and the signal terminals E1 and E2 of
the boundary scan cell 133 of the device under test 130 are
also respectively connected to the signal terminals F1 and F2
of the boundary scan cell 141 and the signal terminals E1
and E2 of the boundary scan cell 142 in the interface box
140, the signal terminals F1. F2, E1. and E2 of the boundary
scan cells 131 and 133 are also included in the range of
boundary scan testing.

As a result, the range of the device under test 130 that can
be subjected to boundary scan testing includes not only the
areas surrounded by the wiring running to the respective
TDI. TDO TCK and TMS terminals of the boundary scan
cells 131-133 of the device under test 130. the wiring
running between the boundary scan test output terminals Al
and A2 of the boundary scan cell 131 and the boundary scan
test input terminals B1 and B2 of the boundary scan cell 132,
the wiring running between the boundary scan test output
terminals C1 and C2 of the boundary scan cell 132 and the
boundary scan test input terminals D1 and D2 of the
boundary scan cell 133, The wiring between the output
terminal of the digital /O controller 123 and the input
terminal of the buffer 135 and input terminal of the inverter
134, and the wiring between the output terminal of the
inverter 134 and the boundary scan test input terminal G of
the boundary scan cell 133, but also the signal terminals F1.
F2. E1. E2 of the boundary scan cells 141-142.

Thus, by installing an interface box 140 with boundary
scan cell between the boundary scan testing device 100 and
the device under test 130, and connecting this interface box
140 to the boundary scan circuit portions located in the
device under test 130, the present invention increases the
range of boundary scan testing so that the efficiency of
boundary scan testing of the device under test 130 can be
improved.

While illustrative and presently preferred embodiments of
the invention have been described in detail herein, it is to be
understood that the inventive concepts may be otherwise
variously embodied and employed and that the appended
claims are intended to be construed to include such varia-
tions except insofar as limited by the prior art.

What is claimed is:

1. A boundary scan testing device comprising:

a test execution data generator which uses boundary scan
vectors. which correspond to a boundary scan device
under test and which are produced by a boundary scan
test vector generator separate from said boundary scan
testing device. to produce execution data based on said
boundary scan test vectors and on test conditions;
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a test condition controller which sets said test conditions;

a test executor which executes a boundary scan test based
on said execution data; and

an analysis data generator which produces analysis data
comprising circuit information for said boundary scan
device under test and expected value data from com-
ment portions of said boundary scan vectors which,
while being added to said boundary scan vectors. are
not used in the production of said execution data.
wherein said analysis data allows said boundary scan
testing device to analyze test results of said boundary
scan test.

2. The boundary scan testing device of claim 1. wherein
said test executor controls boundary scan test signals com-
prising a test data input signal (TDI). a test data output signal
(TDO). a test clock signal (TCK) and a test mode select
signal (TMS), which are input and output to boundary scan
test signal connectors of said boundary scan device under
test only during a series of signal flows comprising a
boundary scan test signal shift. a boundary scan test signal
latch output. a boundary scan test signal read-in. and a
boundary scan test result signal shift, and wherein said test
executor controls digital input/output signals other than said
boundary scan test signals only before said series of signal
flows.

3. A boundary scan testing device comprising:

a test execution data generator which uses boundary scan
vectors, which correspond to a boundary scan device
under test having boundary scan test signal connectors
for inputting and outputting boundary scan test signals
and which are produced by a boundary scan test vector
generator separate from said boundary scan testing
device, said test execution data generator controlling
boundary scan test signals comprising a test data input
signal (TDI), a test data output signal (TDO). a test
clock signal (TCK) and a test mode select signal (TMS)
which are input and output to said boundary scan
device under test. and said test execution data generator
producing execution data based on said boundary scan
test vectors and on test conditions;

a test condition controller which sets said test conditions;

a test executor which executes a boundary scan test based
on said execution data;

an analysis data generator which produces analysis data
comprising circuit information for said boundary scan
device under test and expected value data from com-
ment portions of said boundary scan vectors which,
while being added to said boundary scan vectors. are
not used in the production of said execution data,
wherein said analysis data allows said boundary scan
testing device to analyze test results of said boundary
scan test; and

an interface box comprising a boundary scan interface
circuit having boundary scan test signal connections for
inputting and outputting said boundary scan test
signals. wherein said boundary scan device under test
and said boundary scan interface circuit form a single
boundary scan circuit when said boundary scan test
signal connectors of said boundary scan interface cir-
cuit are connected to said boundary scan test signal
connectors of said boundary scan device under test.

* * * * X
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